
TOURISM PANEL 
 
Venue: Town Hall,  

Moorgate Street, 
Rotherham. 

Date: Monday, 13th July, 2009 

  Time: 2.00 p.m. 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

1. To determine if the following items are likely to be considered under the 
categories suggested in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972.  

  

2. To determine any item which the Chairman is of the opinion should be 
considered as a matter of urgency.  

  

3. Apologies for Absence.  
  

4. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st June, 2009.  (copy attached) 
(Pages 1 - 3) 

  

5. Matters Arising.  
  

6. Update on Customer Service Excellence Inspection June 2009.  

 
Verbal Update by Marie Hayes, Events and Promotions Service Manager. 

 
7. Update on Rotherham Walking Festival 29th June to 5th July, 2009  

 
Verbal report by Joanne Edley, Tourism and Marketing Manager for Culture 
and Leisure Services.  

 
8. Suggestion of a Visitor Economy Strategy and Marketing Group for Rotherham  

 
- to feed into the Tourism Panel and Communications Group for 
promotional budgets from April 2010. 
Verbal report by Joanne Edley, Tourism and Marketing Manager for Culture 
and Leisure Services. 

 
9. Update from the Tourism Forum meeting held on 6th July, 2009 at the Tropical 

Butterfly House.  

 
Verbal report from Joanne Edley, Tourism and Marketing Manager for Culture 
and Leisure Services. 

 
10. Any Other Business.  
  

11. To agree the Date, Time and Venue for the next meeting.  

 
- to consider:- 

 
MONDAY, 14th SEPTEMBER, 2009 at 2.00 p.m. at the Town Hall, Moorgate 
Street, Rotherham. 
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TOURISM PANEL 
MONDAY, 1ST JUNE, 2009 

 
 
Present:- Councillor Smith (in the Chair); Councillors Austen and Boyes. 
 
Bernard Jones  South Yorkshire Transport Museum 
Natlie Haynes Holiday Inn 
Tom Waldron-Lynch Hellaby Hall Hotel 
Joanne Edley Tourism Manager 
Marie Hayes Events and Promotions Manager  

 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 
 Apologies for absence were received from:- 

 
Councillor R. Littleboy  
Councillor I. St. John  
Stuart Reaney Chesterfield Canal Partnership Trust 
Julie Roberts Town Centre and Markets Manager 
Julie Williamson Dearne Valley College 

 
 

2. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING OF THE TOURISM PANEL 
HELD ON 16TH MARCH, 2009  
 

 Consideration was given to the minutes of the previous meeting of the 
Tourism Panel held on 16th March, 2009. 
 
Agreed:-  That the minutes be approved as a correct record. 
 

3. ANY MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
 

 There were no issues to raise from the previous minutes. 
 

4. ROTHER VALLEY COUNTRY PARK DEVELOPMENTS AND THE YES 
PROJECT  
 

 The Panel was informed that, unfortunately due to having to meet visitors 
from abroad, Stephen Lewis, from Oak Holdings plc, was unable to attend 
the meeting to speak about developments at the country park and about 
the YES project. 
 
However, it was hoped that Stephen would be able to attend a future 
meeting. 
 
The Chairman reported that the first meeting of the joint steering group 
(Council and Oak Holdings) had taken place. 
 

5. ROTHERHAM GOLF CLUB - MAJOR EVENT - AUGUST 2009 - 
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WORLD QUALIFIER TOURNAMENT  
 

 Joanne Edley, Tourism Manager, reported that a world qualifying 
tournament was being held at Rotherham Golf Club and that golfers from 
Rotherham would be taking part.  The Tourism Manager was working with 
the organisers in conjunction with the Events and Promotions team to 
encourage more spectators and to assist them to arrange relevant 
services and facilities for visitors to the golf course. 
 

6. CHESTERFIELD CANAL - INLAND WATERWAYS EVENT  
 

 Joanne Edley, Tourism Manager, on behalf of Stuart Reaney reported on 
the Chesterfield Canal Festival – Kiveton Park Spring Bank Holiday 
weekend as follows:- 
 
“The Chesterfield Canal Trust supported by the Inland Waterways 
Association and the Chesterfield Canal Partnership hosted a festival 
adjacent to the Chesterfield Canal at Kiveton Park over the Spring Bank 
Holiday Weekend. 
 
The opening ceremony took place on Saturday, 23rd May and there were 
around 60 official guests including the Mayor of Rotherham and a number 
of parish councillors representing the parishes in Rotherham which were 
near to the canal. 
 
Over the weekend the weather was perfect and it is estimated that the 
festival attracted around 10,000 visitors.  This was a very credible 
performance. 
 
We had a lot of publicity in local papers as well as a spot on Radio 
Sheffield and there is no doubt that the festival has raised the profile of 
the canal restoration project throughout the region. 
 
There was the usual collection of trade stalls, exhibitors, children’s 
entertainment as well as boat trips on the canal and fishing competitions.  
The beer tent proved extremely popular. 
 
Because of its success we are now seriously looking at holding another 
festival on the canal at Worksop in July next year so watch this space! 
 
On behalf of the Chesterfield Canal Partnership, I would like to thank 
Rotherham Metropolitan Borough Council for the help they gave us in the 
run-up to the event, and in particular I would like to thank Joanne Edley 
and the Rotherham tourism team for helping to promote the festival and 
for supporting us by having a promotional stand over the weekend.” 
 

7. YORKSHIRE SOUTH TOURISM AND YORKSHIRE TOURIST BOARD  
 

 Joanne Edley, Tourism Manager, reported that a meeting had taken place 
to discuss the Council’s partnership with the YTB.   
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Also a meeting had taken place with YST regarding the partnership and 
Service Level Agreement.  The SLA had now been drafted and would be 
ready to be agreed shortly. 
 

8. MATTERS TO RAISE BY INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES  
 

 There were no issues raised by the Industry representatives. 
 

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
 

 The following issues were reported:- 
 
(i) Councillor Boyes thanked Marie Hayes and the Events and 
Promotions Team for helping a voluntary group to host a recent large 
event. 
 
(ii)  Joanne Edley, Tourism Manager, distributed copies of the 10th 
Rotherham Walking Festival leaflet, which was to be held from 29th June 
to 5th July, 2009.  7,500 leaflets had been produced;  advertisements had 
been placed in Walk and in Country Walking Magazines;  press releases 
had been sent out.  Also 3,000 had been distributed to those on the 
mailing list. 
 
It was confirmed that Walk No. 19 – RSPB Old Moor to Gypsy Marsh was 
already fully booked. 
 

10. DATE, TIME AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING  
 

 Agreed:-  That the next meeting of the Tourism Panel be held on 
MONDAY, 13TH JULY, 2009 at 2 p.m. at the Town Hall, Moorgate Street, 
Rotherham. 
 

11. TOUR AND EXPLANATION OF THE DEVELOPMENTS AT CLIFTON 
PARK  
 

 The meeting was followed by a walkabout lead by Alistair Farr, Clifton 
Park Manager.  The Panel viewed on-going works in the following areas:- 
 

• Garden building and walled garden 

• Waterplay area 

• Play and amusements area 

• bandstand 

• Cenotaph and memorial garden 

• Rock garden 
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